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INTRODUCTION

The “question of Tibet” was first put before the United
Nations in November 1950 — at the time when the forcible entry
of Chinese Communist troops into Tibet had aroused world-wide
attention. Unfortunately, it was overshadowed by the Korean War.
The Tibet case was therefore shelved at the U.N. It was not
until 19593, when the Dalai Lama escaped from Tibet, that the
“question of Tibet” was again brought up and formally placed on
the agenda of the U.N. General Assembly. A wide diversity of
opinion has been expressed on this question. It has been regarded
as a question of defending human rights; a question of a country’s
domestic affairs; a question of intermational disputes; an ideological
question; a religious question; a question of national independence;
and a question of national autonomy. There is a wide margin of
divergence between these viewpoints. Consequently, although the
question was discussed, no solution satisfactory to all sides has yet

been found.

There are about 2,700,000 Tibetans in mainland China today.
Historically the Tibetan oveople occupied an unusual position in
China. According to the theory of harmony among the five races
(Han, Manchu, Mongol, Hui, and Tibetan) advocated by Sun
Yat-sen, Tibet was regarded as a component part of the Chinese
nation. In the past, the rulers of China — most of whom were
Han, the race which constituted the overwhelming majority of the
population of the Chinese nation — exercised their rule over the
national minorities by suppressing or controlling the more important
people by means of force or cajolery. They did not interfere
directly with the life of the people in general or the social organiza-
tion. Thus, for a long time, the Tibetans in China preserved their
own calendar, had their own spoken and written languages, currency,
army, government, and religious belief. They were not forced into
assimilation, and the Chinese people in general knew little or
nothing about affairs in Tibet.
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Most of the Tibetans live in Tibet itself, while the rest live
in southwestern Kansu, northwestern Szechwan, and the mountain-
ous areas of Yunnan and Tsinghai. Tibet is a high mountainous
region in the heart of Asia. The land, noted for its high moun-
tains and deep valleys, short rivers and strong currents, maintained
communications with the hinterland principally by relying on animal
power. After the West extended its influence to the East, com-
munications between Tibet and foreign countries were even more
convenient than those between Tibet and China proper. The British
in India, for example, built a railway leading up to the Tibstan
border. However, due to the conservative and exclusionist attitude
of the Tibetans, it was not easy for foreigners to obtain permis-
sion to travel in Tibet, although improved communications served
to increase the number of pilgrims and speed up the transportation
of goods. As a result, modern civilization had little effect on
backward Tibet. -

Most Tibetans are devout believers of Lamaism, which tremen-
dously influences Tibetan society. In Tibet, where governmental
power was combined with religious authority, the lamas not only
managed religious affairs but also held sway over political, military,
judicial and financial affairs. The monasteries, in addition to being
places for pilgrimages, were also administrative and educational
centres. However, due to historical factors, Lamaism was divided
by many factors. The region itself was divided into many adminis-
trative districts dominated separately by these factions. Thus this
religion, highly respected by all Tibstans, went through an earthly
ordeal. Lamaism originated from Buddhism, ani its activities are
still connected to a certain extent with the Buddhist activities of
Burma, Ceylon, Nepal, Bhutan, Sikkim, and India. In religious
terms, therefore, Tibat more or less plays a symbolic role of being
a nerve centre in this area.

The mountains and topography preclude a sufficiency of ara-
ble land. This, together with the constant threat of snowstorms,
has kept the country poor. However, its natural resources largely
remain untapped, thus provoking the following questions: How
much can modern education, science and technology contribute to an
improved living standard in the region? Can Tibet be made pros-
perous and progressive? What is the military and economic value
of such a land? What effect may Tibet have on the world situation?
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The material in this monograph covers the period from 1949
to the end of 1962. Editorially, the emphasis it on several major
events, such as the signing of the “Agreement Concerning Mea-
sures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet”, the establishment of the
“Preparatory Committee for the Tibet Autonomous Region”, and
the circumstances surrounding the escaps of the Dalai L.ama in
1959. The materials are arranged chronologically, and include
“Notes” to chapters and, where necessary, “Notes” to the separate
documents.

Much of the data regarding the bibliographical notes and index
was provided by Mr. Klaus Pringsheim. The preliminary editing
was done by Messrs. Ch’en Shih-yao, Chin Szu-k’ai, Ho Chia-hua,
and Geoffrey Chiang, guided and aided by Mr. Anderson Shih.
Those portions requiring translation were done by Mr. P. J. Chang.
To all of them we express our deepest appreciation.

* * *

We have also received invaluable help from various professors
of the University of Washington in Seattle, who have given
generously of their time and effort in making detailed suggestions
and criticisms.

The Union Research Institute
Hong Kong
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CHAPTER ]

THE CHINESE COMMUNISTS MARCH ON TIBET —1950

Notes to Chapter I

In 1949, the Chinese Nationalist Army was defeated by the
Chinese Communists. In July, the Tibetans, anxious to protect
themselves, took various actions in Lhasa’ while the Chinese
Communist forces were still in Central China. The Chinese criticized
these actions of the Tibetans, and as the year closed their military
forces were poised on the Tibetan borderlands.

In January 1950, the Chinese Communists called a meeting in
Peking of Tibetan “democratic personages” to discuss Tibetan prob-
lems and to' propagandize the Communist nationalities policy as
set forth in the “Common Frogramme” of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference. In February, the Tibetan local
government sent a delegation to India in an attempt to contact the
Chinese Communists, but the delegation was unable to porceed
beyond India.? In May, Shirob Jaltso, a prominent Buddhist and
Vice Chairman of the Tsinghai provincial govcrament, in a broadcast
beamed from Sian to Tibet, urged the Tibetans to send a delegation
to Peking as soon as possible to start peace negotiations.® In Augast,
Living Buddha Ke-ta suddenly died in Chamdo, and with that the
Communist attempt to send pro-Communist Tibetans to Tibet ended
in failure. At ahout the same time, the Tibetan local government
delegation in India finally succeeded in contacting the Chinese
Communists in New Delhi, where the Chiness had just established
an embassy. By that time, however, the Communists had already
comgpleted preparations for their invasion of Tibet. Thus in October
1950 — almost simultaneously with their entry into the Korean Wur
—the Chinese began the military conquest of Tibet.
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Notes to Document |

About 40000 men under the command of Chang Ku»-hua
marched on Tibet in October 1950. They crossed the Chinsha, Nu,
and Lantsang Rivers at several points and attacked Chamdo.* Local
Tibetan troops, numbaring about 8,000, met the Communists but
were defeated. On October 19, the Communists took Chamdo by
storm. Exploiting their victory, the Communists continued to advancs
and met with no further serious resistance. Due to the poor com-
munications in Tibet, however, they had great difficulty in suapply-
ing their expeditionary forces in Tibet and, as a result, their advanca
into Tibet was slow. - :

Document 1|

- (Military Communique on Entry of Chiness Army into Tibet)
(New China News Agency, November 8, 1950, from
Jen-min Shou-ts’e, 1957, p. wu-25.)

The Southwest Military Command of the People’s Libsration
Army issued the following communique on the military expedition
into Tibet and detalls of the result of the battle for the Liberation
of Chamdo: _

~ (A) The battle began on October 7 and was concluded on
October 15 after a total of twenty engagements. The enemies who
were annihilated included Ngapo Kaloon; the whole of the 3rl and
the 8th taipen® (the 3rd taipen consisted of the two taipens of
Ka-ch’iung-pa and Mou-hsia); parts or large parts of the 2nd, 4th,
6th, 7th, and 10th taipen; and 2,000 “militiamen”. The Sth taipen
was persuaded to come over to our side. A total of 5,738 enemy
troops were liquidated, namely: :
(1) 180 enemy troops killed or wounded
2) Captured: 501 officers and men of the regular army of the
enemy and 393 militiamen, including To-tung Tsong-ssu, Fi-t’u
commander-in-chief of the “militia” and concurrently magistrate of

% Taipen is a term used interchangeably to mean either a military unit approximately
the size of a battal'on or the commanders of this unit.

. 2 .,



Tsokung hsien (who was seriously wounded and subsequently died).
Also captured: Pu-erh, an Englishman in the Tibetan army; Ford,
the chief of the Chamdo radio station; and Sha-no-to-chi and Sha.
no-p’eng-ts’o, the Indian radio operators. Total number of prisoners
taken: 898.

(8) Surrendered enemy troops including 2,317 officers and man of
the regular army and 2,000 “militiamen”, totalled 4,317 men. Among
the enemy officers who surrendered were the following sanior
officers: Ngapo Ngawang Jigme, Kaloon and concurrently governor
of Chamdo (3rd Class); K’an-ch’ieh Ch'u-yun, vica-governor (4th
Class); K’an-ling T’u-teng-jo, vice-governor (4th Class); Tsoe-cheng
Lo-sang Chieh-Ts'un, Secretary-General (5th Class); Ka-chia Ts’o-
ko-keng Teng-chu, an adjutant (4th Class); lish-ts'un Lo-sanz
Chueh-ting, an adjutant (5th Class); 3rd taipen Mou-hsia I-ya
Lo-pen, 3rd taipen Ka-ch'iung-pa I-jen Tai-chu, 8th taipen Chia-jih
Sung-na Wang-ch’'u, 10th taipen Hsia-chieng Hsi-pa-ngo Yu-chieh-
chen (all these taipen were of the 4th Class); Transport officer
Ch’e-la-chi; logistics officer Chiang-ch’e Feng-ch’'u; Huo-ta, com-
mander-in-chief of the “militia” of Chasya; Hsieh-ta-lao-sung; a
total of twenty-two officers. In addition, Shih-lang To-chi and seven
other battalion-level cadres (jupen), seventeen company-level calres
(chiapen), and eighty-five platoon-level cadres (timgpen) also sur-
rendered. :

4) 343 men of the 9th taipen under Ke-sang Wang t'ang camse
over to our side (including two battalion-level cadres, two cornpany-
level cadres, and thirteen platoon-level cadres).

(B) Captured: 3 mountain guns, 7 heavy machine-guns, 45
light machine-guans, 2,963 pieces of long and short firearms (includin>
2,578 pieces made by the British), 271 muskets, 174 guns of other
descriptions, two tommy guns, two radio stations, two electric char-
gors, one radio set, and a quantity of ammunition and other
military supplies.

Routed and scattered enamy troops in various places are con-
tinuing to sarrender to us.’



Document 2

(General Conditions in Tibet)
(Jen-min Jih-pao, November 23, 1950)

The armed forces of Tibet: There were no regular forces in
Tibet in the Ch'ing Dynasty before the 57th year of Ch’ien Lung,
when the number of troops was fixed at 5,165. After the Manchu
regime lost control of Tibet and in the early years of the Republic,
Tibet began to set up its own modern army. Before 1946, the
Tibstan Army was composed of 13 taipen of infantry, cavalry, and
artillery troops (a taipen was nominally equal to a regiment but in
reality was equal to a battalion, as there were only 500 or 600 men
in each taipen), estimated at about 8,000 men. A report in the
Burma Times of July this year stated that the Tibetan regular army
numbered about 12,000 men. In reality there could not have besn
so many because according to a recent report (dated October 30)
from Calcutta, the Tibetans in India claimed that Tibet had 14
taipen of troops, with about 500 men in each taipen. a total of
7.000 men. Chia-lo Lai-chu, the Dalai Lama’s brother who recently
went to Taiwan to carry out activities, told reporters in Taiwan on
November 4, 1950, “We have only 8,000 militiamen.” It may there-
fore be concluded that Tibet’s official armed forces numbered only
about 8,000 men. Even if they had increased following our march
into Tibet, they could not have numbered more than 10,000 to 12,000
men. Of course there may be reserves, numbering between 10 000
and 20,000, but most of thess would be unarmed. Privately owned
firearms held by the civilian population in Tibet numbered about
10,000 pieces.

The equipment of the Tibetan army as mentioned in the statistics
of the bogus Nationalist Defence Ministry in 1949 showed that thera
was a total of 40 machine-guns, 20 trench mortars, 20 field pieces, 6
mountain guns, 10 infantry canons, and about 30,000 infantry rifles
in Tibat including those stored in arsenals (most of the guns were
antiquated, and some were already unserviceable). The quantity
may actually be larger, since even the Tibetan “delegation” in India
did not deny that “Tibet had in fact bought arms from India.”
(See Agence France Presse report datelined Paris, June 4, 1950,
quoting an Indian broadcast.)

Organization of the Tibetan Army: (1) “Ma-chi-k’ang”, the
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Defence Bureau directly under the Kashag, is the highest military
organ in Tibet and has jurisdiction over all the armed forces of
Tibet. There are four “ma-chi”’ (meaning commanders-in-chief, Class
'3). There was only one “ma-chi”’ before 1247 when the number
was increaced to four. (2) “Tai”, equivalent to a regiment, is the
highest unit in the Tibetan army. Each “tai” is commanded by
two ‘taipen” (equivalent to a regimental commader, Class 4). The
designation of the regiments is arranged in the order of the Tibetan
alphabet of thirty letters. (3) “Ju”, equivalent to a battalion, is
commanded by one “jupen” (equivalent to a battalion commander,
Class 5). (4) “Chia”, equivalent to a company, is commanded
by one “chiapen” (equivalent to a company commander, Class 6).
(5) “Ting”, equivalent to a platoon, is commanded by one “tingpen”
(equivalent to a platoon commander, Class 7). (6) “Chiu”,
equivalent to a scection, is commanded by one “chiupen” (equivalent
to a cection commander). The <cection is the most basic
organization.

The Tibetan army is poorly trained. In 1918 the “Tibetan
government” cet up a “Chung-cha-ma-ka” (a training corps for the
nobility), which was completely under the supervision of men scent
out by the British imperialists. After the death of the 13th Dalai
Lama (December 1933), the “Chung-cha-ma-ka” ceased to exist.
The British imperialists then cet up an officers training corps in
Gyantce to train officers for the Tibetan army. Quite a number
of the sons of the Tibetan nobility were sent to England or India
for their military training. Discipline in the Tibetan army is very
bad. The troops often extort money from the reople. However,
their morale is high in attack. They rush forward in swarms as
soon as they are ordered to attack, but they are easily routed when
they meet a setback.



Notes to Documents 3-4

After the Communists were victorious at Chamdo on October
19, 1950, the CCP Southwest Bureau, the Southwest Military
Region Command, and the 2nd Field Army jointly issued a Political
Mobilization Directive in connection with the military exredition
into Tibet. This directed that the Communist expeditionary forces
in Tibet adopt a moderate attitude in order to dispel the fears
and cuspicions of the Tibetans. A proclamation was also jointly
issued by the Southwest Military and Administrative Comunittee
and the Southwest Military Region Command concerning various
policies connected with the expedition into Tibet, and offering the
Tibetans allegedly magnanimous treatment. In December of the
same vyear, however, the Dalai Lama left Lhasa and took refuge
in Yatung, apparently having no faith in thece pronouncements.®

Document 3

Southwest Bureau of the CCP Central Committee, Southwest

Military Region Command, and Command Headquarters of

the 2nd Field Army Jointly Issue Political Mobilization
Directive on the Military Expedition into Tibet.

(NCNA, Feking, November 1, 1950, from Hsin-hua Yiich-pao,
Vol. 3, No. 1, November, 1950)

To liberate our brothers in Tibet from imperialist oppression,
and to concolidate the defences on the western frontiers of the
motherland, the Southwest Bureau of the CCP Central Committee,
the Southwest Military Region Command of the Chinece Feople’s
Liberation Army, and the Command Headquarters of the 2nd Field
Army have jointly iscued a political mobilization directive to the
armed forces who were ordered to march into Tibet.

After congratulating the honourable people’s coldiers who are
driving toward the frontiers of the motherland, the mobilization
directive points out:

The task of marching into Tibet to liberate the Tibetan people,
to complete the important mission of unifying the motherland, to
prevent imgerialism from encroaching on even one inch of our



sovereign teiritory. and to protect and build the frontiers of the
motherland is sn extremely glorious one.

The mobilization directive calls upon all officers and men and
all Communict Party members of the expeditionary forces in Tibet
to demonstrate their infinite loyalty to the revolutionary cauce, to
understand profoundly the great political significance of the expedition
into Tibet, to prepare themselves ideologically and organizationally,
and in their work to demonstrate the glorious traditions of bravery,
indomitability, and ability of the people’s armed forces under difficult
conditions; and the spirit of class fraternity, unity, and mutual
assistance, and to fulfill resolutely the task of the military exgedition
into Tibet.

The mobilization directive calls upon the expeditionary forces
to unite themcelves clocely with their brethren in Sikang and Tibet
to carry out faithfully and correctly the nationalities policy laid
down in the Common Programme, strictly observe the three major
rules of discipline, the eight points for attention, and the eight-
point contract,” to carry out intensive investigation, recearch, and
propaganda work, learn the local language, understand the way
of life of the local people, show concern for the sufferings of the
local people, and help them actively to free themcelves from their
sufferings and difficulties.

Finally, the mobilization directive calls upon every officer and
man to establich the idea and determination of the long-term
reconstruction of Tibet; to take every care in their march forward
to preserve and save manpower and materials; actively repair and
build roads to develop communications and transportation; immediately
after the cessation of military action, vigorously develop economic
and cultural construction in Tibet; and, together with the Tibetan
people, build a democratic, prosperous, new Tibet, so that the
flowers of freedom, happiness, and civilization may bloom everywhere
in this frontier region of the motherland.



Document 4

Southwest Military and Adminisrative Committec and Southwest
Military Region Command Issue Notice on Various Policies
Connected with the Military Expedition into Tibet.

(NCNA, Chungking, November 10, 1950, from Hsin-hua Yiieh-
pao, Vol. 3, No. 2, December 1950)

Chairman Mao Tse-tung of the Central People’s Government
and Commander-in-Chief Chu Teh of the People’s Liberation Army
are deeply concerned about the prolonged oppression of the Tibetan
people by British and American imjerialism and by Chiang Kai-
shek’s reactionary government and have accordingly ordered our
Army to move into Tibet to help the Tibetan people shake off
this oppression forever.

All the religious bodies and people of our Tibet should
immediately unite to give the People’s Liberation Army every
possible assistance, so that the imperialist influence may be driven
out and allow the national regional autonomy in Tibet to be
realized; fraternal relationships of friendliness and mutual aid may
be established with other nationalities in the country, so that a new
Tibet within the new China may be built up with their help.

Now that the People’s Liberation Army has entered Tibet,
they will protect the lives and property of all the religious bodies
and people, protect the freedom of religious belief for all the people
of Tibet, protect all lamaseries and temples, and help the Tibetan
people to develop their education, agriculture, animal husbandry,
industry, and commerce, so as to improve the livelihood of the
peopple.

The existing political system and military system in Tibet will
not be changed. The existing armed forces of Tibet will become
part of the national defence forces of the People’s Republic of
China. All members of the religious bodies of all classes, government
official, and headmen will perform their duties as usual. All matters
concerning reform of any kind in Tibet will be cettled completely
in accordance with the wishes of the Tibetan people and through
consultation between the Tibetan people and the leadership personnel
in Tibet. Government officials who were formerly pro-imperialism
and pro-Kuomintang will remain at their posts and no action will
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be taken concerning their past actions, provided that subsequent
facts prove that they have cevered relations with imperialim and
the Kuomintang, and that they do not carry out acts of sabotage
and resistance.

The People’s Liberarion Army vigoroucly maintains its diccipline
and will faithfully carry out the above mentioned policies of the
Central Feople’s Government. It will respect the religion and customs
and habits of the Tibetan people, be gentle in speech, buy and
cell fairly, not take a single needle or piece of thread from the
people without permission, only requisition furniture with the
consent of the owners and pay compensation at the market price
for any damage done, pay an adequate price for the cervices of
the men and animals it employs, and will not press people into
service or seize animals. The Feople’s Liberaton Army, being the
armed forces of the people of all the nationalities of China, is
whole-heartedly devoted to the service of the people.

It is hoped that our Tibetan peasants, herdsmen, workers, and
traders and all other people will, without exception, live in peace
and follow their pursuits happily. They must not believe lightly in
rumours or disturb and frighten themseleves. This is an earnest
and true proclamation.



Notes to Document 5

Simultaneous with the Chinese military expedition into Tibet,
various messages were exchanged between the Chinese Communist
and Indian Governments. The Indians were clearly disturbed ,by
the invasion of Tibet, and just as clearly the Chinese brushed
aside the Indian protestations.

D»ocument 5

[Exchahgeﬁof Correspondence between China and
India — October- November 7'9_5 0]

( Jen-min Jik-pao, November, 17, 1950)

 Memarandum on the Problem of Tibet by the
Government of the Republic of India, Delivered
by the Indian Ambassador on October 21, 1950

Since ‘the Central Feople’s Government fully understands the
views of the Indian Government on the adjustment of relations
between China and Tibet, it is not necessary to repeat that the
concern of the Indian Government is confined only to the hope
that this problem will be solved peaceably. My Government is also
aware that the Central People’s Government has always pursued a
policy of negotiation with the Tibetan authorities. But there is
information that certain military action has already been, or will
soon be, taken.

The Indian Government wishes to point out that taking military
action against Tibet at precent will give thoce countries which are
not friendly towards China a pretext for anti-Chinese propaganda
at this moment of tence and delicate international affairs. The
Central Feople’s Government is probably aware that opinion in the
United Nations is definitely inclined towards acceptance of China’s
application to join the organization before the conclusion of the
current General Assembly. The Indian Government thinks that
taking military action on the eve of the decision by the General
Ascembly will induce rcerious concequences and will give powerful
support to those countries which oppose the entry of the People’s
Government into the United Nations and its Security Couacil.
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At. the present moment, when the international situation is so
delicate, any action that may be interpreted as a disturbance of the
peace will be prejudicial to China’s position in the minds of the
people of the world. The Indian Government is convinced- that
recognition of the position of the People’s Republic of China “and
its participation in the work of the United Nations is an important
condition for restoring a peaceful atmosphere. They think that at
present, any incautious action against a certain matter, even if that
matter is within its own sphere, will be exploited by countries
unfriendly to China for the purpose of distorting the China problem
in the United Nations and before neutral opinion. The Indian
Government thinks it very important to settle the question of
China’s representation in the international organization and has
consistently been doing its best to obtain a satisfactory settlement
to this question. The Indian Government thinks that if, because of
China’s military action in Tibet, an opportunity to distort China’s
peaceful aims is given to those countries opposed to China’s entry
into the United Nations, then China’s position will be weakened.

The Indian Government considers the time factor extremely
important. In Tibet, there will probably be no important (or serious)
military resistance. Therefore, any delay in the settlement of the
question of Tibet will affect neither China’s interests nor certain
suitable measures for final settlement. As we have stated before,
the concern of the Indian Government over this matter is only
the hope that acceptance of the People’s Government as a member
of the United Nations will not be further delayed because of certain
causes the occurrence of which can be prevented, and that if
possible, a peaceful cettlement should be made. Military action will
induce unrest and disturbance along its frontiers.

Indian Note, October 28, 1950

We have seen with great regret the report in the newspapers
of an official statement made in Peking to the effect that “People’s
Army units have been ordered to advance into Tibet.”

We have received no intimation of this from your Ambassador
here or from our Ambassador in Peking.

We have been repeatedly assured of the desire of the Chinece
Government to settle the Tibetan problem by peaceful means and
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negotiation. In an interview which our Ambassador recently had
with (China’s] Vice-Foreign Minister, the latter, while reiterating
the resolve of the Chinece Government to ‘liberate’ Tibet had
exprassed the continued desire to do so by peaceful means.

We ‘have ' informed the Chinese Government through our
Ambassador of the decision of the Tibetan delegation to proceed
to Peking immediately to start negotiations. This delegation actually
left Delhi yesterday. In view of thece facts the decision to order
Chinese troops to advance into Tibet appears to us most surprising
and regrettable.

We realice that the Tibetan delegation has been delayed from
proceeding to. Peking. This delay was cauced in the first instance
by their inability to obtain visas for Hong Kong, but the delegation
can in no way be held responsible for this.

Subsequently the delegation returned to Delhi becauce of the
wish of the Chinece Government that preliminary negotiations should
first be conducted in Delhi with the Chinece Ambassador. .

Owing to the lack of knowledge on the part of the Tibetan
delegation on how to deal with other countries and the necessity
of obtaining instructions from their Government, who in turn had
to concult their assemblies, certain further delays took place.

The Government of India does not believe that any foreign
influences hostile to China have been responsible for the delay in
departure of this delegation.

Now that the invasion of Tibet has been ordered by the
Chinese Government, peaceful negotiations can hardly be synchroniced
with it, and there naturally will be fear on the part of Tibetans
that the negotiations will be held under duress. In the present context
of world events the invacion of Tibet by Chinese troops can only
be regarded as deplorable and in the considered judgement of the
Government of India, not in the interests of China or of peace.

The Government of India can only express their deep regret
that in spite of the {riendly disinterested advice repeatedly tendered
by them, the Chinese Government should have decided to ceek the
solution of the problem of their relations with Tibet by force
inctead of by the clower and more enduring method of freaceful
approaches.
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(Chinese reply, October 30, 7950)

The Central People’s Government of the PeOple s Republic of
China would like to make it clear:

Tibet is an integral part of Chinece territory. The problem of
Tibet is entirely the domestic problem of China. The Chinese
People’s Liberation Army must enter Tibet, liberate the Tibetan
people and defend the frontiers of China. This is the resolved
policy of the Central People’s Government.

The Central People’s Government has repeatedly expressed
the hope that the problem of Tibet may be colved by peaceful
negotiations and it welcomes, therefore, the delegation of local
authorities from Tibet to visit Peking at an early date to proceed
with peaceful negotiations.

However, the Tibetan delegation, through external instigation,
has intentionally delayed the date of itc departure for Feking.
Nevertheless, the Central Feople’s Government has not abandoned
its desire to proceed with peaceful negotiations.

But regardless of whether the local authorities of Tibet wish
to proceed with peaceful negotiatons and whatever results may be
achieved by negotiations, the problem of Tibet remains a domestic
problem of the People’s Republic of China and no foreign interference
will be tolerated. The particular problem of Tibet and the problem
of the participation of the People’s Republic of China in the
United Nations are two entirely ceparate problems.

Therefore, with regard to the viewpoint of the Government
of India on what it regards as deplorable, the Central Feople’s
Government of the People’s Republic of China can only consider it
as having been affected by foreign influences hostile to China in
Tibet and therefore expresses its deep regret.

(Second Indian note, November 7, 1950)

India’s Ambassador in Peking has trancmitted to the Government
of India a note handed to him by the Vice-Foreign Minister of the
People’s Republic of China on October 30. The Government of

India have read with amazement the statement in the last paragraph
of the Chinese Government’s reply that the Government o: India’s
representation to them was affected by foreign influences hostile
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to China and categorically repudiates it.

At no time has any foreign influence been brought to bear
upon India with regard to Tibet. In this, as in other matters, the
Government of India’s policy has Leen entirely independent and
directed solely towards the peaceful cettlement of internatinnal
disputes and the avoidance of anything calculated to increase the
precent deplorable tension in the world.

The Government of China is equally mistaken in thinking the
Tibetan delegation’s departure for Peking was delayed by external
instigation. In previous communications, the Government of India
have explained at some length the reasons why the Tibetan
delegation could not proceed to Peking earlier. They are convinced
that there was no possibility of foreign instigation. ’ »

It is with no desire to interfere or gain advantage that the
Government of India have sought earnestly that a settlement of the
Tibetan problem should be effected by peaceful negotiations
adjusting the legitimate Tibetan claim to autonomy within the
framework of Chinese suzerainty. Tibetan autonomy is a fact which,
judging from reporis they have received from other sources, the
Chinese Government were themselves willing to recognize and foster.

The Government of India’s repeated suggestions that Chinece
suzerainty {over Tibet) and Tibetan autonomy should be reconciled
by peaceful negotiations was not, as the Chinese Government seems
to suggest, unwarranted interference in China’s internal affairs, but
well-meant advice by a friendly government which has ‘a natural
interest in the solution of problems concerning its neighbours by
peaceful methods. o

Wedded as they are to the ways of peace, the Government of
India had been gratified to learn that the Chinece Government
were also desirous of effecting a settlement in Tibet through peaceful
negotiations. Because of this the Government suggested sending
their delegation to Peking, and were glad that this advice was
accepted in the interchange of communications which had taken
place between the Government of India and the Government of
China, and the former had received repeated assurances that a
peaceful settlement was the goal.

In the circumstances, the surprise of the Government of India
was all the greater when it learned that military operations had
been undertaken by the Chinese Government against peaceful people,
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There has heen no allegation of any provocation. or any report on
non-peaceful methods on the part or the Tibetans. Hence there
was no justification whatever for such military operations against
them. Such a step, involving an attempt to impose a decision by
force. can not possibly be reconciled with a peaceful scettlement.
In view of thece developments the Government of India is no longer
in a positon to advice the Tibetan delegation to proceed to Peking
unless the Chinese Government thinks it fit to order its troops to
halt their advance into Tibet and thus provide a chance for peaceful
negotiations.

Every step that the Government of India has taken in recent
months has been to check the drift towards war all over the world.
In so doing they have often been misunderstood and criticiced, but
they have adhered to their policy regardless of the displeasure of
great nations. They cannot help thinking that the military operations
of the Chinese Government against Tibet have greatly added to the
tensions of the world and to the drift towards general war, which
they are sure the Government of China also wishes to avoid.

The Government of India has repeatedly made it clear that they
have no political or territorial ambitions towards Tibet and do not
ceek any novel privileged position for themselves or for their
nationals in Tibet. At the same time, they pointed out, that certain
rights have grown out of usage and agreements which are natural
between neighbours with close cultural and commercial relations.

Thece relations have found expression in the presence of an
agent of the Government of India in Lhasa, the existence of trade
agencies at Gyangtse and Yatung and the maintenance of post and
telegraph offices along the road route up to Gyangtse over the last
forty years, The Government of India is anxious that thece
establishments, which are to the mutual interest of India and Tibet
and do not detract in any way from Chinese suzerainty over Tibet,
should continue. The personnel at the Lhasa mission and the
agencies at Gyangtse and Yatung accordingly have been instructed
to remain at their posts. )

It has been the basic policy of the Government of India to
work for friendly relations between India and China, both countries
recognizing each other’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, and mutual

interests.
Recent developments in Tibet have affected these friendly
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relations and the interests of peace all over the world; this the
Government of India deeply regrets.

In conclusion, the Government of India can only express its
earnest hope that the Chinece Government will still prefer the method
of peaceful negotiation and cettlement to a solution obtained under
duress and by force.

(Chinese reply, November 16, 71950)

On November 1, 1950, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
People’s Republic of China received from His Excellency Ambassador
Panikkar a communication from the Government of the Republic
of India on the problem of Tibet.

The Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of
China, in its past communications with the Government of the
Republic of India on the problem of Tibet, has repeatedly made it
clear that Tibet is an integral part of Chinese territory and that
the problem of Tibet is entirely a domestic problem of China. The
Chinece People’s Liberation Army must enter Tibet, liberate the
Tibetan people and defend the frontiers of China. This is the firm
policy of the Chinese Government. According to the provisions of
the Common Programme adopted by the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, the relative autonomy granted by the
Chinece Government to national minorities inside the country is
an autonomy within the confines of Chinece sovereignty.

This point was recognized by the Indian Government in its
aide memoire to the Chinese Government dated August 28 this
year. However, when the Chinese Government actually exercised
its sovereign rights, and began to liberate the Tibetan people and
drive out the foreign forces and influences in order to ensure that
the Tibetan people would be free from aggression and would realize
regional autonomy and religious freedom, the Indian Government
attempted to influence and obstruct the exercice of its sovereign
rights in Tibet by the Chinese Government. This only causes great
surprise to the Chinece Government.

The Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of
China sincerely hopes that the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
may enter Tibet peacefully to perform the sacred task of liberating
the Tibetan people and defending the frontiers of China. Therefore,
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it long ago welcomed the delegation of the local authorities of
Tibet which still remains in India to come to Feking at an early
date to proceed with peace negotiations. Yet the said delegation,
obviously as a result of continued external obstruction, has delayed
its departure for Peking. Further, taking advantage of the delay in
starting negotiations, the local authoritiec of Tibet have deployed
strong armed forces at Chamdo, in Sikang Province and in the
interior of China, in an attempt to prevent the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army from liberating Tibet.

On August 31, 1950, the Chinece Ministry of Foreign Affairs
informed the Indian Government through Ambassador Panikkar
that the Chinese People’s Liberation Army was going to take action
soon in west Sikang according to cet plans, and expressed the hope
that the Indian Government would assist the delegation of the local
authorities of Tibet so that it might arrive in Peking in mid-
September to begin peace negotiations. In early and mid September,
the Chinese Charge d’Affairs, Shen Chien, and later Ambassador
Yian Chung-hsien, both in person, told the said delegation that it
was imperative that it should hasten to Peking before the end of
September, otherwise the said delegation should bear the consequences
and be responsible for all the subsequent events resulting from the
delay.

In mid-October, Chinece Ambassador Yiian again informed the
Indian Government of this. Yet still owing to external instigation,
the delegation of the local authorities of Tibet fabricated wvarious
pretexts and remained in India.

Although the Chinese Government has not given up its desire
of cettling the problem of Tibet peacefully, it can no longer continue
to put off the cet plan of the Chinece People’s Liberation Army to
proceed to Tibet. The Liberation of Chamdo further proved that
through the instrument of Tibetan troops, foreign forces and
influences were obstructing the peaceful cettlement of the problem
of Tibet. But regardless of whether the local authorities of Tibet wish
to proceed with peace negotiations, and regardless of whatever results
may be achieved by negotiations, no foreign intervention will be
permitted. The entry into Tibet of the Chinece People’s Liberation
Army and the liberation of the Tibetan people are also decided.

In showing its friendship towards the Government of the
Republic of India, and in understanding the decire of the Indian
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Government to cee the problem of Tibet settled peacefully, the
Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of China
has kept the Indian Government informed of its efforts in this
direction. What the Chinece Government can only deeply regret is
that the Indian Government, in disregard of the facts, has regarded
a domestic problem of the Chinese Government-the exercise of its
sovereign rights in Tibet-as an international dispute calculated to
increace the present deplorable tension in the world.

The Government of the Republic of India has repeatedly
expressed its desire to develop Sino-Indian friendship on the basis
of mutual respect for territory, sovereignty, equality and mutual
benefit, and of preventing the world from going to war. The entry
into Tibet of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army is exactly aimed
at protecting the integrity of the sovereignty of China. And it is
on these questions that all those countries who desire to respect
the territory and the sovereignty of China should first of all in-
dicate their real attitude towards China.

In the meantime, we consider that what is now threatening the
independence of nations and world peace is precisely the forces of
those imperialist aggressors. For the sake of maintaining national
independence and defending world peace, it is necessary to resist
the forces of these imperialist aggressors. The entry into Tibet of
the Chinese People’s Liberation Army is thus an important measure
towards maintaining Chinese independence, to preventing the
imperialist aggressors from dragging the world towards war, and
to defending world peace. 7

The Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic of
China welcomes the renewed declaration of the Indian Government
that it has no political or territorial ambitions towards China’s
Tibet and that it does not seek any new privileged position. As
long as our sides adhere strictly to the principle of mutual respect
for territory, sovereignty, equality, and mutual benefit, we are
convinced that the friendship between China and India should be
developed in a normal way, and that problems relating to Sino-
Indian diplomatic, commercial and cultural relations with respect to

Tibet may be solved properly and to our mutual benefit through
normal diplomatic channels.

.18 -



CHAPTER 1I

THE CHINESE COMMUNISTS AND TIBETAN LOCAL
GOVERNMENT REACH PEACE AGREEMENT—I195I

Notes to Chapter 2

On April 22, 1951, the Local Governrent of Tibet cent another
delegation, led by Ngapo Ngawang Jigme’, to Feking via Chungkiag.
This cdelegation, together with the other delegation which had been
delayed in India but which finally arrived in Feking via Hong Kong
on the 26th of the came month, began negotiations with the Chinese
Communists on April 29, 1951 for the “Feaceful Liberation of
Tibet.” The talks were concluded on May 21. On May 23, on behalf
of the Tibetan Local Government, Ngapo Ngawang Jigme signed
the “Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet.”

iccument 6

CAgreement between Peking Government and Local Tibctan
Government on the “Peaceful Liberation” of Tib:t)

(NCNA, English, Feking, May 27, 1951)

The full text of the “Agreement of the Central People’s Govera-
ment and the Local Government of Tibet on Measures for the
Peaceful Liberation of Tibet” reads as follows:

The Tibetan nationality is one of the many nationalities which
has a long history within the boundaries of China and, like many
other nationalities, it has done its glorious duty in the course of the
creation and development of the great motherland. But over the last
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hundred year: and more, imperialict forces have renetrated into
China, and in consequence, also renetrated into the Tibetan region
and carried out all kinds of deceptions and provocations. Like pre-
vious reactionary governments, the KMT reactionary governmeat
continued to carry out a policy of oppression and cowing dissencion
among the nationalities, caucing division and disunity among the
Tibetan people. The Local Government of Tibet did not oppoce
imperialist deception and provocations, but adopted an unpatriotic
attitude cowards the great motherland. Under cuch conditions, the
Tibetan nationality and people were plunged into the depths of
enclavement and suffering. In 1949, basic victory was achieved on
a nation-wide scale in the Chinece people’s war of liberation; the
common domestic enemy of all nationalities-the KMT reaction-
ary government-was overthrown; and the common foreign enemy
of all nationalities-the aggressive imperialict forces-was driven out.
On this basis, the founding of the People’s Republic of China and
of the Central Feople’s Government was announced. In accordance
with the Common Programme pacced by the Chinece People’s
Political Concultative Conference, the Central Feople’s Government
declared that all nationalities within the boundaries of the People’s
Republic of China are equal, and that they will establish unity and
mutual aid and oppoce imperialism and their own public enemies,
so that the People’s Republic of China may become one big family
of fraternity and cooperation, compoced of all its nationalities.
Within this big family of nationalities of the People’s Republic of
China, national regional autonomy is to be exercised in areas where
national minorities are concentrated, and all national minorities ave
to have freedom to develop their spoken and written language and
to preserve or reform their customs, habits and religious beliefs,
and the Central People’s Government will acsist all national mi-
norities to develop their political, economic, cultural and educational
construction work. Since then, all nationalities within the country,
with the exception of those in the areas of Tibet and Taiwan,
have gained their liberation. Under the unified leadership of the
Central Feople’s Government and the direct leadership of the higher
levels of People’s Governments, all national minorities have fully
enjoyed the right of national equality and have exerciced, or are
exercicing. national regional autonomy. In order that the influences
of the aggressive imperialist forces in Tibet may be successfully
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eliminated, the unification of the territory and sovereignty of the
People’s Republic of China accomplished, and national defence
cafezuarded; in order that the Tibetan nationality and people may
be freed and return to the big family of the People’s Republic of
China to enjoy the came rights of national equality as all the other
nationalities in the country and develop their political, economic,
cultural wnd educational work, the Central People’s Government,
when it ordered the People’s Liberation Army to march into Tibet,
notified the local government of Tibet to send delegates to the
Central Authorities to hold talks for the conclusion of an agreement
on measures for the peaceful liberation of Tibet. At the latter part
of April, 1951, the delegates with full powers from the Local
Government of Tibet arrived in Peking. The Central People’s
Government appointed representatives with full powers to conduct
talks on a friendly basis with the delegates of the Local Government
of Tibet. The result of the talks is that both parties have agreed to
establish this agreement and ensure that it be carried into effect.

1. The Tibetan people shall be united and drive out the
imperialist aggressive forces from Tibet; that the Tibetan people
shall return to the big family of the motherland-the People’s
Republic of China.

2. The Local Government of Tibet shall actively assist the
People’s Liberation Army to enter Tibet and consolidate the national
defences.

3. In accordance with the policy towards nationalities laid
down in the Common Programme of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, the Tibetan people have the right of
exercising national regional autonomy under the unified leadership
of the Central People’s Government. ‘

4. The Central Authorities will not alter the existing political
system in Tibet. The Central Authorities also will not alter the
established status, functions and powers of the Dalai Lama. Officials
of various ranks will hold office as usual.

5. The established status, functions and powers of the
Panchen Ngoerhtehni shall be maintained.

6. By the established status, functions and powers of the
Dalai Lama and of the Panchen Ngoerhtehni is meant the status,
functions and powers of the 13th Dalai Lama and of the 9th
Panchen Ngoerhtehni when they were in friendly and amicable
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relations with each other. | |

7. The policy of freedom of religious belief laid down in
the Common Programme of the Chinece People’s Political Conculta-
tive Conference will be protected. The Central Authorities will not
effect any change in the income of the monasteries.

8. The Tibetan troops will be reorganized ctep by step into
the People’s Liberation Army, and become part of the national
defence forces of the People’s Republic of China.

9. The cpoken and written language and cchool edcuation of
the Tibetan nationality will be developed ctep by step in accordance
with the actual conditions in Tibet.

10. Tibetan agriculture, livestock raising, industry and com-
merce will be developed step by step, and the people’s livelihood
will be improved step by ctep in accordance with the actual condi-
tions in Tibat.

11. In matters relating to various reforms in Tibet, there will
be no compulsion on the part of the Central Authorities. The Local
Government of Tibet should carry out reform: of its own accord,
and when the peosple raice demands for reform, they muct be cettled
through consultation with the leading personnel of Tibet.

12. In co far ac former pro-imperialict and pro-KMT officials
recolutely cever relations with imperialism and the KMT and do
not engage in cabotage or resistance, they may continue to hold
office irrespective of their past.

13. The People’s Liberation Army entering Tibet will abide
by all the above-mentioned policies and will alco be fair in all
buying and selling and will not arbitrarily take even a needle or a
thread from the people.

14. The Central People’s Government will handle the external
affairs of the area of Tibet; and there will be peaceful co-existence
with neighbouring countries and the establishment and development
of fair commercial and trading relations with them on the basis of
equality, mutual benefit and mutual respect for territory and
sovereignty.

15. In order to ensure the implementation of this agreement,
the Central People’s Government will set up a military and admintra-
tive committee and a military area headquarters in Tibet, and apart
from the personnel sent there by the Central Feople’s Government
it will absorb as many local Tibetan personnel as possible to take
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part in the work. Local Tibetan personnel taking part in the
military and administrative committee may include patriotic elements
from the Loczl Government of Tibet, various district and various
principal monasteries; the namelist is to be prepared after con-
sultation between the representatives designated by the Central
People’s Government and various quarters concerned, and is to
be submitted to the Central People’s Government for approval.

16. Funds needed by the military and adminictrative committee,
the military area headquarters and the People’s Liberation Army
entering Tibet will be provided by the Central People’s Government.
The Local Government of Tibat should assist the Feople’s Libera-
tion Army in the purchases and transportation of food, fodder and
other daily necessities.

17. This agreement will come into force immediately after
signatures and s2sls are affixed to it.

Signed and sezled by delegates of the Central Feople’s Government
with full powers:

Chief delegate: Li Wei-han
Delegates: Chang Ching-wu, Chang Kun-hua, Sun Chih-yian

elegates with full powers of the Local Government of Tibet:
Chief delegate: Kaloon Ngabou Ngawang Jigme
Delegates: Dzasak Khemey Sonam Wangdi, Khentrung Thupten
Tenthar, Khenchung Thupten Lekmuun, Rimshi
Samposey Tenzin Thundup

Peking, May 23, 1951



CHAPTER III

AFTER SIGNING THE “PEACE AGREEMENT"” -1951-1956

Notes to Chapter |l

After signing the Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful
Liberation of Tibet in 1951, Chang Ching - wu, the Central People’s
Government Representative in Tibet, went to Tibet in July of the
same year. At that time, the Dalai Lama (then only a youth of 16)
was still at Yatung. Chang Ching-wu went to Yatung and persuaded
him to return to Lhasa.! In September, under the pretext of carrying
out the Agreement, the Communist forces began to march further
into Tibet to take over important points.”? In December, some 200
officials of the “Panchen Kanpo Lija Committee” (the government
organization under the Panchen Lama) left Tsinghai for Lhaca under
the protection of the Chinese Communicsts and the 14 - year old
Panchen Erdeni also returned to Tibet from Tsinghai.?

In February, 1952, the Chinece Communists cet up the Military
District of Tibet.* In April, they experimented with agrarian reform,
causing the recistance of the people of Tibet. The Chinece Com-
munists arrested Su-ts’ao Lu-k’ang-wa an important official under
the Dalai Lama, and put him in prison.® In August, the Chinece
Communists announced the “General Programme for the Implemen-
tation of Regional Autonomy” and set up national autonomous
areas in the minority nationality districts and carried out “reforms.”®
In October, Mao Tee-tung received the “Tibetan Delegation” in
Peking and stated that local opinion in Tibet would be respected.
At that time cases of resistance were occurring among the Tibetan
nationality in other provinces, and the Communists probably feared
that the cituation might get out of control.”
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In April 1954, the “Agieement on Trade and Intercoucse
betwzen China and India in the Tibet Rezion of China” was signed.
The Korean war was over and the Chine~e Communists were
anxious t> win the friendship of neutral nations. In September,
escorted by Chang Ching-wu, the Dalai Lama and Panchen Erdeni
left for Peking to attend the First Meeting of the First National
People’s Congress.

In March 1955, the Dalai Lama and Panchen Erdeni, then
still in Peking, attended the 7th Plenary Meeting of the State
Council, at which three resolutions were adopted concerning work
in Tibet. After the meeting, the Dalai Lama and Panchen Erdeni
returned to Tibet. When the Dalai Lama entered Tibet via Szechuan
the people of K'angpa stirted to resist the Chinese Communsts.”
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Following are documents from the period after the signing of
the Agreement between the central authorities and the Tibetans to
before the establishment of the Preparatory Committee for the
Autonomous Region of Tibet in April 1956.

A. Tibetan Resistance

Notes to Documents 7-8

Followirg the “liberation” of Tibet, Chinese Communists avoided
publicity regarding any incidents of resistance by the Tibetans. Yet
such resistance actually existed, as is evident in Documents 7 and 8.

Document 7

Summary of Basic Experience in Promoting Regional
Autonomy Among Minority Nationalities

—-a resolution adopted at the 3rd (enlarged) session of the
Nationalities Affairs Commission of the Central People’s
Government, June 15, 1953.

( Jen-min Jih-pao, September 9, 1953)

During the past three years, much experience has been gained
in promoting the work of regional autonomy among the minority
nationalities. These are the most basic experiences: '

(1) Full account must be taken of every aspect of work
concerning the special traits and concrete conditions of the different
nationalities. The minority nationalities differ from the Han people
in politics, economics, culture, religious convictions and customs.
Differences exist, too, between the various minorities, and even
between the tribes and religious sections within a minority nationality
and between the agricultural and nomadic areas. Therefore, work
among the various minority nationalities must start f{rom the concrete
conditions of such nationalities. The special characteristics of each
minority nationality must be fully considered and the concrete
conditions of every tribe must be given special attention when the
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national autonomous policy is put into practice. The method and
experie: used and gained in the Han nationality region must not
be me. .aically applied to the minority regions. This we must
bear in mind when work is contemplated in regions where autonomy
is to be introduced or where it has already bzen introduced. Article
31 of the General Programme for the Implementation of Regional
Autonomy of the Central People’s Government stipulates: “The
upper-level government should take full account of the clwaracteristics
and concrete conditions in the current stage of development of the
various minority nationalities areas, so that the directives and orders
it issues will conform with the general line of the Common
Programme of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Committee
and with such characteristics and concrete conditions.” Experienca
from various places proves that when work is done according to the
principle stipulated above, the necessary results are achieved and
support is received from the minority nationalities. For instance,
when the Tibetan Nationality Autonomous Ch’uz in Sikang Province
and that in Yishu in Tsinghai Province were established, the princiyle
followed was that the political, economic, cultural and religious
characteristics of these districts were fully considered and unity was
achieved with all leaders (including those in religious circles) who
maintained good relations with the people. The result was that the
broad masses of people rallied round the people’s government of
the autonomous Ch’u and social order was quickly established and
the work of setting up autonomy was well accomplished.

Conversely, due to the lack of sufficient knowledge sbout the
social characteristics of the minority nationalities and the erroneous
application of the measures adopted for land reform in the Han
nationality region, dissatisfaction was caused among certain minority
nationalities, resulting in confusion for a while and damage to the
work of regional autonomy.

As present conditions show that disregard for the special
characteristics and concrete conditions of the minority nationalities
and the mechanical application of the experience and methods
gained and employed in Han nationality areas is a sign not just
limited to a few minority nationalities districts but is rather wide-
spread. Certain upper-level people’s governments, irrespective of
the local conditions existing in various places, have issued directives
and orders common to all, thus damaging the work of regiondl
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dutonomy. This state of affairs merits the attention of the localities
concerned and steps should be taken to prevent and rectify it.

On the other hand, it must be pointed out that the mechanical
application of the experiences of the advanced nationalities and
areas which disregard the actual and historical conditions is, of
course, incorrect and must be opposed. But we have no objection
if such experience is appropriately applied as local and historical
conditions permit. As Article 34 of the Generzl Programme for
the Implementation of Regional Autonomy stipulates: “The upper-
level people’s government should, by adopting the appropriate form,
introduce the advanced experiences and conditions concerning
political, economic and cultural construction to the people of the
various national autonomous districts.” Experience shows that to
learn and apply properly, as local and historical conditions require,
advanced experience is necessary for the smooth progress and
development of the various national autonomous regions. The idea
and method of rejecting the advanced experiences and thus restrict-
ing one’s own progress is harmful to the progress and development
of the minority nationalities and the autonomous regions and must
be properly corrected through persuasion.

(2) Unity must be further strengthened and consolidated both
between and within the various nationalities. This is a prerequisite
for regional autonomy and one of the aims of regional autonomy.

With the abolition of oppressive rule and the implementation
of the policy of national equality, China’s various nationalities, over
the past three years, have been living in a unity unknown in
the country before. In some places, the misunderstandings created
by history among the various nationalities have been virtually wiped
out, but in some places such misunderstandings still exist or have
not vet been completely removed. The remaining influences of
great nationalism or great Han-ism have been mainly responsible
for the misunderstandings which still exist in many places. Of
course, narrow nationalism or the remaining influences of narrow
nationalism must not be overlooked. The same is true of the great
nationalism that exists among some of the minority nationalities.
Nationally, great Han-ism poses the principal threat in present
national relationships.

The effective method of overcoming the trend towards great
nationalism and the trend towards narrow nationalism is for all
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nhationalities to follow the principle of Marxism-Leninism, to
strengthen education concerning patriotism and internationalism
and educational policy, and to practise self-crticism. At the
moment, it is most essential to educate the Han nationality cadres
and people and lead them to carry out self-criticism in order to
overcome great Han-ism and the remaining influences of great Han-
ism. Great Han-ism, in essence, is an expression of the bourgeois
thought of national relations. The bourgeois thought, particularly
great Han-ism, must first be overcome in our nationalities work
before national equality can be truly realized and the wvarious
minority nationalities effectively helped to overcome all sorts of
narrow nationalism.

In the Tibetan Nationality Autonomous Ch’z and other nationalities
districts, credit is due to the initiative of the Han nationality
cadres for thoroughly discussing and re—examining, in the form of
self-criticism, the thought and work style of great Han-ism; the
minority nationalities cadres, deeply moved, voluntarily criticized
their thoughts of narrow nationalism and asked the Han nationality
cadres to help them to find the way to progress. By so doing,
mutual trust took a step forward among the nationalities, and their
unity increased; this led to a new development in the work of
regional autonomy. Such experience is worth learning.

In the course of setting up regional autonomy, disharmony
between nationalities is particularly pronounced. In certain
districts, some of the minority nationalities thought that after
the realization of regional autonomy, they could live separately
from the Hans and get along without the Han people, while the
people of the Han nationality feared that they would be “bullied
or become a minority nationality” and some of them even planned
to leave the region. Other minority nationalities had misgivings
that after the enforcement of regional autonomy they would be
discriminated against and would be unfairly treated and they began
to worry. The leadership organs and personnel of the districts
concerned must foresee these conditions. During the preparatory
stage of setting up an autonomous area, they should proceed
from uniting with the various nationalities, fully respecting their
rights of equality, educating them in patriotism and iaternationalism,
taking the initiative to dispel their misunderstandings and misgiv-
ings, and consulting with them so as to obtain their consent to the
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various important projects concerning the establishment of the
autonomous areas before work actually begins. In this way, the
process of preparation becomes a process of strengthening and
consolidating unity among all nationalitics. Facts show that this
has been done in the various autonomous areas and friendly
cooperstion achieved, making it possible for the work to be
accomplished satisfactorily and for a foundation to be laid for
the further solidarity of the various nationalities. Experience also
shows that where this method has been followed, the work is
adversely affected.

Where district autonomy has been established, that nationality
is apt to disregard the interests of the other nationalities. It is
essential that the people of such a nationality should guard against
thesa shortcomings, pay constant attention to the interests of other
nationalities and the Han nationality, and help the other nationalities
in the area to establish their own autonomous Ch’u.

This is the only possible way to win the trust of the people of
other nationalities in the district, to strengthen and consolidate tbe
unity among the various nationalities and to derive benefit from the
development of its construction undertakings. Any thought or work
method leading to discrimination against other nationalities or
disregard for the interests of other nationalities is erroneous and
must be prevented and overcome.

As the work of regional autonomy is carried out, every effort
should be made to strengthen and consolidate the internal unity
among the nationalities. This is what should be energetically done
among the various tribes, localities and religious sects of a nationality,
so that unity can be achieved among them, their disputes settled
and their misunderstandings cleared up, before an autonomous
district is established. All important questions concerning the
establishment of such districts must be considered in the light of
the interests of all sides as described above. They should be called
upon to achieve unity through mutual respect and consultation
under the guidance of an upper-level people’s government.

Over the past several years, much has been done to settle the
internal disputes arising among the various nationalities in different
places and great success has been achieved in unity, resulting in
the elimination and amelioration of antagonisms which had existed
for a long period of time among the different nationalities.
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However, the further strencthening of unity among the various
districts, tribes und religious sects of a nationality is still a very
important task in the promoiion and solution of the nationalities
problem and continued eiforts must be made s required by different
conditions c¢xisting in the wvarious localities.

Experience shows that in order to successiully unify the different
nationalities, tribzs districts and religious sects of a nationality, atten-
tion must be given to the leadership of those prominent personages
who maintain relations with the various minority nationalities. Since
they are influential and enjoy a prestige among the people of their
own nationality, this will facilitate the successful performance of
the mass work providing they do this work well. Therefore, on all
important questions relative to regional autonomy, they must be
consulted and their agreement obtained. In the preparatory structure
and in the autonomous organs and in other kinds of wok, they
must be given appropriate posts and helped to do their work and
to seek progress. The leaders of the various minority nationalities
must respect the will of the people; the leadership of the upper-
evel people’s government must obtain the assistance of the Han
nationality cadres, and forge ahead with maximum effort.

With aggression as its basis, imperialism has done all in its
power to sabotage the unity of the different nationalities in China.
Many instances have been exposed where imperialism and its lackey,
the Chiang Kai-shek remnant bandits, have incited the minority
nationalities to riot. Ample proof has been found of such criminal
acts showing that almost every rebellion in the minority nationalities
region has been instigated by secret agents and counter-revolutionaries
and has resulted from senior individuals of the minority nationality
having been first duped by the enemy plots. This state of affairs
demands a high degree of vigilance on the part of the people as
well as their leaders in the minority nationalities. Steps must be
taken to expose the enemy, to penalize the counter-revolutionaries
and to strengthen the education of the people towards patriotism
in order to deal with these acts of sabotage on the part of the
enemy.

(3) The autonomous governments should steadily become truly
national in character. This is the key to the consolidation of national
unity and to strengthening the ties between the government and
the people.
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This “nationalizing” of the local government includes, according
to the General Programme for the Implementation of Nationality
Regional Autonomy of the People’s Republic of China, drawing the
majority of the personnel in the government from the predominant
minority nationality in the autonomous region, taking a suitable
number of government officials from the minor nationalities and
the Han people within the region, adopting a form of self-government
analogous to the will of the majority of the people and the leaders
of the region, and adopting a national language common to the
whole region. In exercising its power with regard to a particular
nationality in the region which does not use the official language,
the government should use the language of the particular nationality
instead of the official language.

Following the establishment of autonomous regions, the train-
ing and growth of nationalities cadres have made much headway.
The various autonomous regions already have a certain number of
nationalities cadres who participate in the wvarious kinds of work
in the autonomous organs and some of them have assumed the
powers of leadership. Most of them maintain close ties with the
local people, know the local conditions well, have been tempered
in the course of their work, and have raised their political and
cultural levels and working ability to a definite level. This success
is inseparable from the solicitude of the higher-level people’s
government and the assistance of the Han nationality cadres.
However, achievements in this work still lag far behind the progress
of construction work in the autonomous regions, and greater efforts
yet must be made by the upper-level people’s government in this
respect so that a proper number of cadres and personnel may
be trained and chosen from among the patriotic intellectuals of the
minority nationalities, the activists among the masses, and those
leaders who keep in close touch with the masses. It is necessary,
therefore, to check up and summarize experiences, and, as local
conditions permit, overcome the shortcomings which exist in train-
ing nationalities cadres.

The establishment of autonomous regions and the development of
the various construction projects in such regions depends much upon
the unity and cooperation between the Han nationality cadres and
the minority nationality cadres. The Han nationality cadres taking
part in the work of the autonomous regions mostly wholeheartedly
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serve the minority nationalities and play an important role in
training cadres for the various autonomous regions with the support
of the minority nationality cadres. They deserve our praise. However,
some Han nationality cadres still retain the bad working style of
not respecting the functions of the nationality cadres and of tending
to usurp their authority. This must be overcome and corrected so
as to facilitate the training and growth of nationality cadres.
Concerning the national language and national style, the upper-
level people’s government must help those minority nationalities
which as yet have no written language of their own to create their
own languages; these will serve as instruments of communication and
help them to develop their own culture. Where the official language
i3 unsuitable for administering a particular nationality, the language
of that particular nationality should be used. Where a spoken
language already characterizes a nationality but has not yet been
written down into a written language, assistance should be given to
committing that language to writing. This is both a very urgent and
complex problem and requires careful investigaion and study. A
practical plan should be formulated and implemented step by step,
so that the language may become a means of communication and
also help in the development of the culture of that nationality. At
the moment, assistance should be given to those who wish to learn
the Han language and other nationality languages, but in no case
should there be any compulsion. Those nationalities which already
have taken the Han language as their own common language, should
be actively helped to learn the Han language. The traditional
culture and art of the different nationalities should be maintained
and enriched by absorbing new ideas. Our work in this respect
is far from sufficient and greater attention is called for. The
customs and habits of the minority nationalities should be respected.
In other things, such as naming an administrative unit within the
autonomous region, the nationality style should be considered. In
this connection, much has been done and great success has been
achieved in many autonomous regions. Apart from the Inner
Mongolia Autonomous Region and the Yenpien Autonomous
District, the People’s Government last year drew up plans for the
development of a nationality language for other places such as the
Tibetan Autonomous District in Sikang Province. The various
administrative organs and the f{inance—-economic organs have all
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strengthened their personnel who are engaged in translations of
the Tibetan language. The Han cadres in the rezion are studying
the Tibetan languaze, and notices and propaganda materials are all
prepared in both the Tibetan and Han languages. Beginning in
February this year, all decuments are prepared in two languages,
and the Tibetan language has become the principal instrument of
the people’s government of the region for administrative purposes.
This is gratifying. However, there are also cases where the leadership
organs in certain places have not paid or have not paid enough
attention to the use of the nationality language and style. In other
instances, individual cadres have even forced the minority nationalities
to speak the Han language and wear Han-type clothes, and even
to dance to Han rice-planting dances instead of their own folk
dances. All this is quite incorrect. The question of nationality style
is one which relates to the rights and the development of a
nationality. This is very important. Much of our work cannot
penetrate deep into the masses of the minority nationalities unless it
is done in the nationality style. The various nationalities have the
right to preserve or change their own habits and customs as well
as their own characteristics in accordance with the will of the
majority of the peoples and their leaders. Compulsion is neither
correct nor permissible. However, respect for nationality style does
not mean the preservation of such style or form which will hinder
the progress and development of a nationality or which the people
and their leaders desire to reform. This point also merits our
attention,

(4) The People’s Government should assist the autonomous
regions in exercising their autonomy. Under the unified system and
plan of the country. the various autonomous regions have the right
to establish their own political, economic, financial, cultural and
educational systems and local armed forces. The exercise of these
autonomous rights will arouse the initiative of the wvarious nation-
alities at their different stages of progress to a great degree and
therefore provide an impetus to the political, economic and cultural
development of the regions. The autonomous rights in the autono-
mous regions are the rights of the minority peoples to manage
their own affairs; they are, therefore, matters of the highest
importance.  The proper exercise of such rights depends not only
upon the necessary respect of the upper—level people’s government
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concerned but also upon its guidance and assistance. As things
stand now, it can be seen that the majority of the upper-level
people’s governments have made good efforts in this respect,
but there are others which do not show enough respect for the
autonomous rights of these regions. Still others coisider the
autonomous organ which is equal to the administrative district
organ as the highest local organ, but orders are transmitted, not
through that autonomous organ, but directly to its subordinate
organs. This is incorrect. It jeopardizes the work of regional
autonomy and causes dissatisfaction among the people of the
autonomous regions, who complain that “things remain the same
even after the establishment of the autonomous region.” These
mistaken ways of administration on the part of the relevant upper-
level people’s government must be checked and rectified.

We lack experience in exercising the rights of autonomy by
the autonomous regions. What experience we have already gained
has not yet been put together and studied. Therefore, our concrete
measires must be subject to further study. Work in this connection
is underway, and it is hoped that everybody will make suggestions
so that definite measures may be drawn up at an early date.

(5) As conditions permit, tremendous efforts should bz made
by the People’s Government to help with the political, economic and
cultural work of the regions, as this is one basic way of solving
the nationalities problem. The application of regional autonomy in
itself will not entirely solve the nationality problem. This can only
be expected when the political, economic and cultural level of the
minority peoples is so developed that they can catch up with the
level of the advanced nationalities. Therefore, after the autonomous
region is first set up, importance must be attached to the question
of political, economic and cultural development. In the preparatory
stages for the autonomous region and in handling its natural
composition and boundaries, the conditions for the development of
the people of the autonomous region must be given special
consideration.

Some minority nationality districts which are linked with the Han
nationality districts, or in which the minority nationalities co-exist,
embraced some cities and townships and districts inhabited by the
Han nationality when the autonomous region was demarcated. This
is due to economic, political and historical factors and is therefore,
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permissible. These districts have already formed an inalienable part
of the minority nationality district. Their inclusion in the autonomous
region is advantageous not only to the development of their own
peoples but also to people of the Han nationality in those districts.
However, this question concerns both the people of the minority
nationalities and the people of the Han nationality. It is necessary
therefore to make full preparations in advance and nothing should
be done in haste. On the other hand, in certain minority nationality
districts, due to limitations caused by geographical, economic, nation-
ality and cadres factors, it is not advisable to establish, or to
establish at this time, large autonomous districts. If autonomous
districts are established while conditions are still not mature, it would
be to the disadvantage of nationality relationships and the national
development.

The upper—level people’s governments must concern themselves
with the hardships of the people of the minority nationalities in
the autonomous districts, particularly those living in the mountainous
districts and those living in places where the natural conditions and
production conditions are unfavourable. Since these people are
already experiencing great difficulties in finding a living, the people’s
governments should show them special concern and help them find
their means of living and production. An attitude of indifference
towards these people is extremely incorrect and must be rectified.
Where possible, assistance should be given, as local conditions permit,
to help them develop their economy and culture and so gradually
to improve their material and cultural life. At the moment, every
help possible should be given towards improving and developing
their agricultural and pastoral production. As to national defence
and the future development of the wvarious nationalities, certain
capital construction may be undertaken as the nation’s financial
conditions permit, but careful investigation and study must be
carried out first to determine the necessity and possibility of such
undertakings, and no general demand should be made for all places.
In the field of political, economic and cultural development in the
autonomous districts, the various upper-level people’s governments
have done a good deal in the way of training cadres, developing
agricultural and pastoral production, developing trade, and develop-
ing medical and health work. This has received the warm support
of the minority nationalities. But in certain places, not enouzh has
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been done and greater efforts are still required. Any lack of atten-
tion to the cultural, economic and political life of the minority nation-
alities is unjustifiable and must be corrected. Of course, if demands
are made blindly and in disregard of concrete conditions, these
would be without foundation and should not he put forward.

The economic and cultural development of the minority nation-
alities is inseparable from their political and social reform. The
autonomous organs in the various autonomous districts should, in
accordance with the will of the people and their leaders, prudently
carry out such reforms at places where conditions are already ripe;
this is both permissible and necessary.

The above is a summary of the basic experience gained in
the implementation of regional autonomy.
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Document 8

Speeh of Shirob Jaltso

—delivered at the 2nd Meeting of the 1st National People’s
Congress

(Tientstn, Ta-kung Pao, July 24, 1955)

The Five-Year Plan fully takes care of the interests of the
minority nationalities. In accordance with the provisions of the
Corstitution, it seeks the realization of national regional autonomy,
the development of economic, cualtural, educational, health, and
medical enterprises in the wvarious nationalities, sach as granting
financial and technical help for the development of the pastoral
industry in the minority areas, the constraction of railways and
highways in the minority areas, the development of schools, pub-
lications, broadcasting, cinema films and literary activities for the
nationalities, and increased supplies of industrial products and
agricaltarsl production materials suited to the needs of the minority
nationalities. In addition, provision is also made for the adequate
dispersal of industrial areas, thus changing the situation wherein
industry was concentrated along the coast, so as gradually to raise
the economic level of the backward areas. This will prove very
effective in the development of the resources of the minority areas.
The abundantly rich underground resources of the Tsaidam Basin
in Tsinghai form a treasure-trove for the people of all nationalities
of the fatherland, and the development of these resources will be
beneficial to national construction ss a whole. The people of Tsinghai
will most certainly apply their greatest efforts to support the Stete
task of developing this area.

In our socialist State, capital for construction can only come
from internal accumulation. For this resson we must practice rigid
economy in order to accumulate capital. This has been successfully
carried out by the Soviet Union during the course of its socialist
construction. The State Council has now issued a call to save Yuan
2,000,000 000 during the last three vyears of the Five—Year FPlan.
This is a very wise and correct measure. We must szriously imple-
ment Chairman Mao's directive on economy, effectively establish
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the system of economy, and launch a merciless struggle against all
waste. At the sams time, we must promote thrift and guard against
extravagance in our own living, emulating the spirit of the Soviet
people as shown in the past, when attending to construction under
difficulties; promote oi1r excellent traditions of dilizence and thrift,
and use the fruits of our construction mainly for the expansion of
the national construction enterprises, particularly heavy industrial
construction.

ecause of the satisfactory way in which we are carrying out
ouar construction plans, the enemy both within and outside the
country has resorted to frantic acts of sabotage in various forms.
In some pastoral areas, very recently we have discovered rumours
spread by the enemy to the effect that “the organization of co-
operatives in the pastoral areas is a disguised form of nationalizing
cattle and sheep.” This affected the productive enthusiasm of the
pastoral folk. In my opinion, the cooperatives are seeking, on the
basis of actual local conditions, to organize the scattered pastoral
households properly so as to improve pastoral techniques, increase
the herds, and proceed to a more prosperous and happy life. These
reforms are being carried out by the minority nationalities them-
selves. Chairman Liu Shao—ch’i clearly pointed out that in the matter
of socialist transformation, the minority nationalities must be given
a longer period of time to consider their conditions, and to decide
in accordance with their own wishes. Vice—Premier Li Fu-ch'un in
his report also clearly pointed out: “Socialist transformation among
the national minorities must be carried out on the basis of the
special characteristics of the historical development of the nationalities
and with full respect for the wishes of the people themsclves.”
These statements have made clear the problem of socialist trans-
formation in minority nationalities areas; the people in the pastoral
areas must themselves distinguish between what is right and wrong,
and smash these preposterous rumours that undermine their own
production.

Many counter-revolutionaries are exploiting religion for sabo-
tage purposes; instances are often found in the minority nationality
arens. In certain pastoral areas of Tsinghai, for instance, there were
rumours of the dicovery of “heavenly edicts.” The documents
stated that the world would soon be destroyed, and that the people
would meet severe calamities and suffering. This is a case of the
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devil, ferocious and blood-thirsty, disguising himself under the cloak
oif Buddhism. There is not the least shred of religious sentiment
in such a rumour. Those who have faith but lack wisdom and who
have beep beguiled by their own silly belief in religious prophecy,
are prone to believe that the catastrophe will really descend upon
the earth and have begun to devote all their time to chanting
prayers in the hope of removing the pestilence; of course, production
is affected. This is the greatest insult to Buddhism. To preserve
the dignity of Buddhism and to save the masses from this deception,
efforts must be made, based on the government’s religious policy
and the teachings of Buddhism, to smash these rumours once and
for all, and to point out clearly what conforms with the teachings
of Buddhism and what does not; pointing out that people who
resort to these foolish acts are not real Buddhists, but are indeed
bad elements with ulterior motives. In this way, the bad elements
will no longer be able to exploit religion for the sake of sabotage,
and the Buddhists among the minority nationalities in the frontier
regions will be able to live in peace. Purging the enemy who hides
under the cloak of religion is a righteous struggle entirely in keeping
with the freedom of religious belief provided for in the Constitution.
If they are not purged or if they are believed and allowed to
influence the people, then freedom of belief will be lost. Only by
fully purging these elements can we obtain real freedom of belief.
All Buddhists must at all times pay attention to and prevent the
activities of the devil who poses as a Buddhist in order to sabotage

Buddhism.

We must be fully wide awake to the fact that, in the eyes of
the counter—revolutionaries, religion is considered a “convenient place
with many doors” through which it is easy to carry out sabotage
activities. They are spreading the reactionary rumour everywhere
that “the Communist Party undermines religion.” On my recent
visit to Burma I also heard this rumour. Our friends in Burma
also asked about this rumour. We answered them with facts about
the freedom of relgious belief. There have been many instances of
the reactionaries exploiting religion for sabotage. I have only réferred
to one or two cases. Henceforth we must regularly propagate and
resolutely implement the policy concerning the freedom of religious
belief so as to educate the broad masses of religious followers. The
latter must themselves fully realize the policy governing the freedom
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of religious belief and sincerely love their fatherland. Only then
can they overthrow the counter-revolutionaries on the religious front.

The counter-revolutionaries are so blatant that we can no longer
afford to ignore them. we must severely criticize the ideology of
being content with superficially peaceful conditions, and strengthen
our conception of the law. Those who resolutely place themselves
against the people must be suppressed. If we unilaterally stress
magnanimity, the situation will become like surging flood waters
breaking through the dykes and inundating the land, bringing
calamity and great losses to the national construction.

Thus magnanimity must be combined with suppression, counter-
revolutionary cases must be seriously dealt with in order to realize
th> objective of not wronging a single good man, and, furthermore,
of not allowing a single bad man to escape. This is to the
advantage of realizing the state construction plans and is in keeping
with the common aspirations and interests of the people of all
nationalities. For this reason I demand that P’an Han-nien and Hu
Feng's position as people’s deputies to the National People’s Congress
be revoked, and support the action of the Standing Committee of
the Congress in ratifying their arrest and placing them on trial.

As the Five-Year Plan has now entered its third year, the
people of all nationalities throughout the country are exerting
serious efforts and being diligent. As Chairman Mao has stated,
“we are carrying out a most glorious and colossal task never before
attempted. The successful consummation of this task means the
realization on earth of the ‘paradise of boundless happiness’ ”
described in the Buddhist scriptures. Let us unite ourselves more
closely, and, under the correct guidance of the Chinese Communist
Party and Chairman Mao, strive for the realization of the socialist
society the paradise on earth.
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B. Mao Tse-tung’s Directive on Work in Tibet

Notes to Documents Q-11

In the summer of 1952 the Local Government of Tibet sent
a Tibetan delegation to Peking. On November 22, Leosha Thub-
tentarpa, head of the delegation (and also a committee member of
the Local Government of Tibet) made a radio speech reporting
the conditions he saw in the Chinese Communist-controlled areas,
transmitting at the same time Mao Tse-tung’s directive to the
delegation. On April 6, 1953, he again made a speech over the
radio on the impressions he had gained during his visits to the
large cities in Northeast, North, and East China. The speech was
allegedly warmly welcomed by the people of Tibet.

Following this, more groups were sent to visit various places
under the rule of the Chinese Communists, including a Visiting
Group from the Tibet Region; representatives of industrial and
commercial circles; a delegation of Buddhists; and a Youth Visiting
Group.”

Document 9

Radio Address of Leosha Thubtentarpa to the
Religious and Sec:lar Officials of the Tibet
Local Government and the Entire Tibetan Pcople

( Jen-min Jih-pao, November 22, 1952)

To the religious and secular officials of the Local Government
oi Tibet and the entire Tibetan people:

Following the peaceful liberation of Tibetan on May 23, 1951,
the entire Tibetan people have returned to the fold of the large
family of their motherland. Thanks to the fundamental change
which has taken place in the relationships of the various nationalities
in China, that is, on the basis of new relations which have culmi-
nated in friendship and unity among all nationalities, the Local
Government of Tibet sent us to Peking to pay our respects to
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Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the great leader of all nationalities, and
other leaders, and to visit various places which have assumed the
new features of revolution and progress. Our delegation included
religious and secular officials of the Local Government of Tibet,
personnel under Panchen Erdeni and Sa-ch’ia, the chief representative
of three large lamaseries,’® and representatives of industrial and
commercial circles. We travelled in two separate groups, one group
via India and the other via Sikang. With the assistance of the
Central People’s Government and the blessings of the Dalai Lama,
no untoward events happened during our journey. We were warmly
received all along the way by the leaders of the people’s govern-
ments at all levels, cadres of the various organs and brother nation-
alities in different places. After we joined forces at Chengchow,
Honan Province, our delegation went to Peking, the capital of China,
on September 29. We were given a grand reception at the railway
station by over 300 people, including Lin Po—ch’ii, Secretary—General
of the Central People’s Government; Ch’en Shu-t'ung, Vice-Chairman
of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Committee; Li Wei-han and Liu Ke-p'ing, Chairman and
Vice-Chairman respectively of the Nationalities Affairs Commission
of the Central People’s Government; principal priests of the Lama
Temple and Kuangchi Monastery; people’s deputies of the Peking
Municipality, and leaders of the various brother nationalities. They
all welcomed us with broad smiles on their- faces and we felt
extremely elated.

On the evening of the second day, the eve of National Day,
we attended a banquet given by Chairman Mao Tse-tung to mark
the third anniversary of the Establishment of the People’s Republic
of China. Also attending the banquet were diplomatic officials from
various nations, the delegates of 46 nations attending the Peace
Conference of the Asian and Facific Regions, representatives of all
brother nationalities, delegates of all public bodies, and heads of
departments of the Central People’s Government, totalling over 2,000
people. After all the guests had arrived, Chairman Mao entered
the banquet hall and there was a roar of applause to greet him.
After his speech Chairman Mao proposed a toast, saying; “I drink
to the good health of you all.” This was followed by wave after
wave of cheers in zll different languages: “Long live Chairman
Mao Tse-tung!” The sincere feelings of respect and love for the
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areat leader were clearly demonstrated.

On October 1, the National Day celebration was observed by
Chairman Mao Tse-tung, the leaders of all levels, guests from
foreign countries, and representatives from over 40 different nation-
slities of China, including the Tibetans, the Huis, the Mongols, the
Uighurs, etc. Before the countless numbers of people all branches
of the armed forces were paraded, including the infantry, cavalry,
navy and air forces, together with trucks loaded with guns, rockets,
tanks, bombers, fighter planes, jet planes and other mechanized
weapons. After seeing this peerless armed strength, we brother
nationalities all increased our conviction that the aggressiveness of
imperialism can be overcome, and felt honoured and proud. Uni-
versity, middle school and primary school students, workers and
peasants, the young and the old, totzlling over half a million people
holding colourful flags, marched forward shoulder to shoulder,
shouting “Long live Chzirman Mao Tse—tung!” and “Long live the
Chinese Communist Farty!” They offered bouquets to the leaders,
and sent doves-symbols of peace—up into the air, in addition to
balloons. All this warmth and love for Chairnan Mao was sincere
and far from being artificial. The grandeur of such a spectacular
scene and the orderly march forward was indescribable.

On October 8, Chairman Mao received us in audience and had
a very close talk with the Tibetan delegates for more than half an
hour. He gave us detailed but clear instructions which are mainly
as follows:

1. “The Chinese Communist Party adopts the policy of
protecting religion. Protection is given to all, whether one believes
in religion or not, whether one believes in this religion or that
religion; one’s belief is respected; the policy of protecting religion
is adopted today as it will be in the future,”

2. “The problem of the division of land is different from
that of religion. Land has been divided in the Han nationality
areas, but religion is still given protection. Whether land should be
divided in the minority nationality districts is a matter for the
minority nationalities to decide. In the Tibet region, the problem
of the division of land does not exist now. Whether or not land
should be redistributed in the future the Tibetans will have to
decide by themselves; we cannot do it for you.”

3. “The establishment of a military and administrative com-

- 44 -



mittee and the reorganizing of the Tibetan army have been stipulated
in the Agreement. But since you are afraid, I have notified those
comrades working in Tibet, telling them to go slowly. However,
the Agreement must be implemented, although it will be postponed
because you are afraid. We can put it back to next year if you
are afraid this year; we can put it back until the year after next,
if you are still afraid next year.”

4. “Tibet covers a large area but is thinly populated. Its
population should be increased from the present two or three
million to five or six million, and then to over ten million. Then
economy and culture should also be developed. Culture embraces
schools, newspapers, cinemas, and also religion. In the past, the
reactionary rulers, from the emperors of the Ch’ing Dynasty to
Chiang Kai-shek have oppressed and exploited you. Imperialism has
done the same to you. As a result, you are weak economically,
backward culturally and your population is small. The Chinese
Communists, standing for national equality, do not want to oppress
and exploit you, we want to help you achieve development in popu-
lation, economy and culture. The entry of the People’s Liberation
Army into Tibet is aimed at giving you such assistance. Not much
assistance can be expected in the beginning but in three years,
much help can be given to you; if not, the Chinese Communist
Party will be of no use.”

Chairman Mao also said: “I am so happy that you have come.
You all should spend a few days in Nanking, Shanghai, Tientsin,
Canton, and the Northeast. If more of you, religious and secular,
could come to the interior of China for a visit, it would help increase
the unity and brotherly love among the various nationalities of
China.”

All these instructions enlightened us greatly, and we felt truly
grateful.

The Tibetan delegates and the delegates of all nationalities
felt completly happy about the instructions received amidst an at-
mosphere of {riendly love and solidarity, at the banquets given for
us by Commander—in—Chief Chu Teh of the People’s Revolutionary
Military Council of the Central People’s Government on October 9,
by Premier Chou En-lai of the State Council of the Central People’s
Government on October 16, and by the National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference on October 18,
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After our arrival in Peking, the inaugural meeting of the Peace
Conference of the Asian and Pacific Regions was held on Octobar 2.
Tibetan delegate Shirob Jultso..... and some others of our delegation
sttended. The Peace Conference was brought to a successful con-
clusion on October 13. The great cause and the vivid features of
the meeting moved us deeply. we firmly believe that this meeting
is an unprecedented sign of the future happiness that will come to
this world and Asia. We now make a brief report on what we
saw in Peking from day to day and on the wvarious conditions
which we have seen for ourselves. The newly built section of
the highway extending up to La-to-chueh-hsiung is now open to
traffic. The section from there up to Chamdo is also already
completed and may possibly be open to traffic. The cection from
Te-ke is being reclaimed and conctructed; land is b2ing reclaimed,
roads are being built, schools are bzing set up, factories are being
established, and much development and progress is evident. In Peking,
electricity, supplies, printing presses, and agricultural machinery are
all made locally without foreign assistance. Much progress was
witnessed in methods of farming, dairy farming, chicken-raising,
hog-raising, and other secular aspects of work, includingz even
dances and music. After we have completed our visit to Peking, we
will go to other provinces and we will report on them when we
return.

The above is a general account of what we have so far seen
for ourselves,
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Document 10

(NCNA Account of Tibetan Reccptivencss to Leosha
Thubtentarpa’s Report)

(NCNA, Lhasa, December 10, from Jen-min Jih-pao, December
11, 1952)

The report (see Document 9) made by Leosha Thubtentarpa,
head of the Tibetan Delegation, over the Central People’s Radio
Broadcasting Station in Peking to religious and secular officials of
the Tibet LLocal Government and the Tibetan people, was warmly
welcomed by the people of Lhasa, both priests and laymen. When
the radio station announced that Leosha Thubtentarpa was to speak
over the radio, the people of Lhasa went around to tell one another
to listen in. All the radio receivers of Lhasa Municipality tuned in
to the report. Many people even held meetings to discuss it.

Opinions were expressed by the religious and secular officials
of the Tibet Local Government in support of the directive of Chair-
man Mao Tse-tung. Living Buddha Ch’ih-chiang, teacher of classics
to the Dalai Lama and an official of the Tibet Local Govarnment
opined: “Chairman Mao’s directive is extremely valuable to the
people of Tibet. Chairman Mao is the sun to the people of all
nationalities and radiates warmth to every one of the Tibetan
people.” He continued, “Leosha Thubtentarpa, on behalf of the Tibetan
people, visited Chairman Mao and was accorded a warm welcome
by the Central People’s Government and the various brother nation-
alities. This speaks eloquently for the great unity among the people
of all nationalities of the Fatherland and is also a great honour for
we Tibetan people.” The living Buddha concluded, “I will transmit
properly Chairman Mao’s directive to the Dalai Lama.” Said Ko-
hsu-teng-chu, official of the Tibet Local Government, “We must
act according to Chairman Mao’s directions and unite all the more
closely with the People Liberation Army in the struggle for the
realization of the Agreement on Measures for the Peaceful Libera-
tion of Tibet and for the building of a new Tibet within the
Fatherland.”

Lamas in the three big monasteries of Tibet, having heard
the talk of Chairman Mao, were overwhelmed with joy. Ke-hsi-ni-
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lung-teng of the Chepeng Monastery, one of the three largest, said:
“I felt so happy about Chairman Mao’s directive. In the past, the
imperialists rumoured that the Communist Party would wipe out
the Buddhist religion, but for the past year we have lived so
congenially together with the People’s Liberation Army that their
actions have squashed the rumour completely. Now that Chairman
Mao has again clearly defined his policy advocating the protection
of religion, I want to express my sincere thanks to him on behalf
of all the lamas in Tibet.”

Many of the cultural and educational circles of Lhasa municipa-
lity spoke at the symposia, expressing their support and gratitude
to Chairman Mao. Tu-teng-ni-ma, Tibetan language teacher at the
cadres school of the Military District of the Tibet Region, stated:
“From the radio speech made by Leosha Thubtentarpa today, I
learned of Chairman Mao’s directive and conditions for the construc-
tion undertaken in the interior of the Fatherland, and I can see
clearly the blissful future of the Tibetan people.” Cho-sang-chien-
chan, a primary school teacher, said: “Every word Chairman Mao
said in his directive is very dear to us. He has said what we Tibetan
people cherish in our hearts.”

The people of Tibet unanimously requested Hsin-wen Chien-hsin,
the Tibetan language newspaper, to transmit the radio speech of
Leosha Thubtentarpa to all the people of Tibet, so that every one

of them, both religious and secular, may know the directive of
Chairman Mao Tse-tung.
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Document 11

Tibstan Delegation Head Lcosha Thubtentarpa Spraks over
the Radio on His Impressions of the Interior of China

(NCNA, Peking, April 10, from Chungking, Hsin-hua Jih-pao,
April 11, 1953)

Leosha Thubtentarpa, head of the Tibetan Delegation, spoke
in the Tibetan language over th= Central People’s Radio Station to
religious and secular officials and the people of Tibet on the
imperessions he had gained during the past three months in the
interior of China. Citing facts which he saw personally, he described
the great success achieved in the political, economic and cultural
fields and the blissful life of all the people. He also gave an account
of the conditions where the national equality policy and the policy
of freedom of religious bzlief were actually implemented.

He began with the conditions the delegation saw in the Huna
League of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region. We stated:
“The people of 11 different nationalities here have exercised regional
autonomy since 1247 under the guidance of Chairman Mao Tse-
tung and the Chinese Communist Party. They have since fully enjoyed
the right of b2ing their own masters and have begun to live a happy
life; the different nationalities and peoples of each nationality live
together like brothers. They help one another and love one another;
their living has improved. In the pre-liberation days there were
only half a million cattle, but now the number of cattle is 1.48
million, averaging 63 per capita. Agricultural output has increased
117 per cent. Much progress has also been made in the field of
culture. In a pastoral district in one remote place called the Harlal
area, there were over 600 students attending a six-year course
primary school. In most places, spare-time schools and classes have

zen started to provide schooling for the labouring people formerly
deprived of the opportunity to receive education. In the larger
banners (an administrative division) kindergartens have been set up.
Mobile medical teams make frequent visits to the remote pastoral
districts to give medical treatment to the various nationalities there.
Special health stations have been set up to treat syphilis and now
the population is greatly increasing.”
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Dealing with the religious situation in the Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, Leosha Thubtentarpa said: “In the Huna
League there are 21 Buddhist monasteries, with over 1,500 monks.
In the past, Japanese imperialism and the Kuomintang reactionaries
stationed their troops in the monasteries, causing damage to their
property, looting and forcing the young monks into military service.
After the liberation, the policy of protecting religion was enforced
and the monasteries gradually restored. We visited the Kanchu
Monastery and the Tungpao Monastery and saw that the monks
were living a bountiful life. The living Buddha and monks have
not made the slightest change in their religious belief. When we
presented them with pictures of the Dalai Lama and Panchen Erdeni,
they bowed to show respect and said prayers with all sincerity.”
They said, “In short, in Inner Mongolia the people, both religious
and secular, enjoy equal political rights, the economy flourishes,
culture and education has made much headway, unity among the
people is consolidated, and a brilliant success has been achieved
in all respects. All this has been accomplished under the correct
leadership of Chairman Mao and the Chinese Communist Party.
This has made us realize that the people of the whole of Tibet
must give their wholehearted and unswerving support to Chairman
Mao and the Party and take the road of the Inner Mongolian
people.”

Leocha Thubtentarpa, in his report on conditions in the
Northeast, North and East China and on the happy living of the
people and their achievements in construction, said: “In Northeast
cities such as Harbin, Lushun and Dairen, large strides have been
made in the fields of politics, economy and culture during the past
ceveral years. In particular, industry has made much headway. For
instance, in the large Harbin Flax Factory, all the equipment is fully
automatic and it products are of a very high standard both in
quantity and in quality. The heavy industry of Northeast China is
very well developed and produces many types of highly complex
machinery which have been used to ctart many new factories. In
the past, we were duped by imperialism into believing that machinery
is a product which only foreigners could make. In a ship-building
yard, in Dairen, we saw for ourselves many engines and other
items of equipment for steamers which had been made in that yard.
In the locomotive factory, we saw locomotives in the process of
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manufacture. In the machine factories of Dairen and Shenyang
many jigs and tools are made for producing machinery. These we
have seen with our own eyes and our surprise was beyond description.
At the same time, we saw many concrete cases of Soviet experts
with their internationalist spirit contributing their share to our
construction work. He pointed out: “Despite the fact that the
Northeast is situated on the frontiers of China, its industry and
agriculture are highly developed. Thic is a condition favourable for
the nation’s economic development and will prove of great help to
the development of the minority nationality regions and also to the
Tibetan people who live tens of thousands of i away.

Leosha Thubtentarpa said: “In the past we have heard the
rumour that ‘the Chinese Communist Party confiscates private
capital’. Not only has private capital not been confiscated but, on
the contrary, it has been restored and developed with the help of
the Communist Party. The same holds true in such cities as Tientsin
and Shanghai. Take the Jenli Woolen Textile Factory of Tientsin
for instance: in pre-liberation days, it could only manufacture serge,
but now it can make woollen blankets and carpets and earns very
large profits each year. The Gold Star Fountain Pen Factory of
Shanghai before the liberation could only turn out about 2,400 dozen
pens a month, but now it is producing over 6,700 dozen pens and
also exports them. The number of spindles in the Sen Hsin Cotton
Mill at Wusih in pre-liberation days was only 70,000 but now there
are 100.000. Furthermore, private capitalists are enjoying higher
positions and political rights than they did before the lib2ration.
These vivid and true facts which give the lie to all the rumours
about sabotage.” !

Leosha Thubtentarpa went on to report the prosperous picture
he had witnessed in Shanghai, Nanking, Hangchow and other such
cities. He said, “Now the population of Shanghai has reached 6
million. The labouring people are well looked after, not only in
such things as clothing, but in the way of living quarters, medical
and health care, culture and education. Everybody has work to do.
During the seven days of our visit, we did not see a single beggar,
pickpocket, loafer or prostitute. There is no stealing on the streets,
and one can even recover things that are forgetfully left on public
buses. Prices are reasonable in both large and small, public and
private commercial stores, and there is no cheating at all. In cities
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like Nanking and Hangchow, there are many beautiful parks and
we minority nationalities can all go to see them whenever we like.”

After dwelling on the situation regarding the vast project on
the Huai River, Leosha Thubtentarpa went on to give his impressions
about the Northwest region. He said: “Like other places, this region
is also making great progress. The Sian-Lanchow Railway is already
complete. It cuts across the famous mountain rangz of Chinling,
through more than 130 tunnels as the trains wind back and forth
among the mountains. From the gigantic projects already completed,
it is clear that railways can also be built in Tibet.” He stressed the
religious situation in the Northwest. He stated: “What is most worth
remembering is the pilgrimage we made to that sacred place, the
Ta-erh-ssu, where we visited the monks and prayed for them. The
monasteries in the Anto district deteriorated considerably during the
Kuomintang reactionary rule. After the liberation, the land belonging
to these monasteries was not divided during the land reform, the
living Buddha was given due respect, the internal affairs of the
monasteries received no interference from the government and was
given help. The Northwest ic closely related to Tibet historically,
whether from the religious aspect or the political field. It is a great
honour to be able to visit that place and we own much to Chairman
Mao Tse-tung for this opportunity.”

Concluding, Leosha Thubtentarpa stated: “After our visits to
and careful investigations in the various places of China, we have
reached this conclusion: Close unity among various nationalities is
a prime requisite for the further consolidation and prosperity of
China. The Chinese Communist Party and Chairman Mao Tse-tung
have implemented the policy of equality among all nationalities,
freedom of religion, respect for the traditions and customs of the

eople of all nationalities. This has created a genuine unity among
the people of the whole country.” He pointed out, “All of the
brother nationalities must strive to march forward along the line
pointed out to us by Chairman Mao. In order to catch up with the
Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region which is already well ahead,
we Tibetan people must follow the correct path taken by the people
of Inner Mongolia. We must learn from the brother nationalities
of the Northwest and the Southwest and correctly carry out nation-
al regional autonomy. In economic construction, we must seek the
assistance of the Northeast in the fields of machinery and equip-
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ment and advanced techniques, as well as the support of North
China and East China. With the unselfish help of the Han national-
ity workers and peasants, the people of Tibet must unite together,
build a new Tibet, and firmly safeguard the frontiers of China.”



é. Communicat:ons

Notes to Documents 12.16

With a view to strengthening the supply lines and relations
with the interior of China, the Chinese Communists made active
efforts to build highways. Both Chinese Communist troops and
Tibetans took part in this work.

Document 12

(The Sikang-Tibet Highway)
(NCNA, Lhasa, November 29, 1954)

The two large armies of road builders from the eastern and
western sections of the Sikang-Tibet Highway joined hands on
November 27. The Paho Bridge at the junction of the two sectors
was completed on the afternoon of November 26. Work on the 2,
255-kilometre Sikang-Tibet Highway from Ya-an C(capital of the
now defunct province of Sikang) to Lhasa is now basically com-
pleted. _ :
Over ten days ago, while the road builders on both sides of
the river were hard at work, comfort teams were organized by
both sides to encourage each other, with the result that work on
the final stage was completed ahead of schedule. In the course
of building the highway, the builders on the eastern sector, begin-
ning in 1950 and to the present, have completed 1,927 kilometres
of the distance. On the western sector, a gang of builders and
workers, including about 20,000 Tibetans, covered over 31,000 Iz
on foot in the summer of 1953 and began construction of the 328
kilometres of highway eastward from Lhasa.



Document 13

(The Tsinghai-Tibet Highway)
(China News Service, Lhasa, December 19, 1954)

The Tsinghai-Tibet Highway is now open to traffic. The first
vehicles reached Lhasa on the afternoon of December 15.

Over 2,000 kilometres long, the highway passes through Mongol,
Tibetan, Hui and Khazak brother nationality districts, traverses 15
large mountains, including the Jih-yceh Mountains, Kunlun Moun-
tains and Tangkula Mountains, and crosses 25 rivers, including
Huangshui, Ts’'umaerh, Mulanmalum etc., crosses grasslands and
basins (including Tsaidam), at an average elevation of over 4,000
metres above sea level.

Document 14

Anbther Major Accomplishment in the Reconstruction of Tibet
By Fan M